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English Translation of Informal Comments 
on the Writte n Opinion of the International Searching Authority 

In the Amendment under Article 19, the following amendments have been made. 
5 In the claims, claim 3 now defines that the arrangement of the sealant is 

performed in an atmosphere. The limitations of original claims 10 and 1 1 are now 
defined as amended claim 11. Further, claim 13 now defines that the manufacturing 
apparatus includes only the pressure-reduced atmosphere creating means and releasing 
means, and it does not include plasma forming means and the like. 

10 The Examiner of the International Searching Authority determines that original 

claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 9 and 10 lack novelty and an inventive step over Reference 1 (Japanese 
Patent Laying-Open No. 2001-242471). 

As to claim 1, while Reference 1 describes arrangement of the substrate in an 
inert gas, it does not disclose that the deaerating step is performed "prior to the sealant 

15 arranging step". Reference 1 describes that the sealant is arranged in advance prior to 
arranging the substrate in the first cassette. It does not disclose or teach that the 
deaerating step is performed prior to the sealant arranging step, as defined by claim 1 of 
the present application. Accordingly, it is considered that claim 1 is not obvious to a 
person skilled in the art and thus has novelty and an inventive step. 

20 Original claim 7 has been amended to be amended claim 8. Original claim 7 has 

been amended to incorporate a requirement that the liquid dropping step is performed in 
an atmosphere. That is, the amendment was made to incorporate a requirement of 
performing the liquid dropping step with the substrate being taken out in a normal 
atmosphere. Although Reference 1 discloses that liquid crystal is dropped in an inert 

25 gas, it does not disclose or teach that the liquid crystal is dropped in the atmosphere. 

Accordingly, it is considered that amended claim 8 is not obvious to a person skilled in 
the art and thus has novelty and an inventive step. 

Original claim 10 has been amended to be amended claim 11. Original claim 10 
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has been amended to incorporate the limitations of original claim 11. It is considered 
that amended claim 1 1 has now novelty and an inventive step. 
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